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Colossians Sermon: 

Colossians 2.6-7:  

“Living your Life in Him…” Part 2 

*** 

6 Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to walk [=live your daily 

lives] in him, 7 rooted and being built up in him and being made firm in your faith just as 

you were taught, and flourishing with thankfulness. 

 

Last week we focused on two questions.  

1/ First, what is the relationship between Christian doctrine and living faithfully, faith and 

daily life, gospel and law? Or; how does receiving lead to walking? 

2/ Second, what does this passage have to do with what comes before and after it? 

 

I dealt with the second quickly and then came back to the first.  

 

Paul has been describing his ministry for the Colossians and the other towns of the Lycus 

Valley, ‘those who have not seen his face,’ in 2.1-5.  
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He and Timothy were clearly concerned about them and cared deeply about: 

 “the firmness of your faith in Christ” (v.5), and that… 

 the divine truth won’t be replaced by “traditions of human beings” or a hollow, sham 

religious philosophy (v.8)  

So clearly what’s said here relates to the central concern of the letter that: 

 the Colossians don’t get drawn away by a sham religious alternative to following 

Christ in the way Epaphras has taught them to do so.  

 

Paul and Timothy recognize they are fighting for the DNA of what Paul’s Gospel of grace 

means. There were alternatives to this Gospel – in in the marketplace of philosophy and 

religion in Colossae, just as there are in Auckland today.  

 

 Paul and Timothy are worried about how faithful and steadfast the saints in Colossae 

are to their Gospel of grace.  

Now, let me go back to focus back on my first question: 

1/ First, what is the relationship between Christian doctrine and living faithfully, faith and daily 

life, gospel and law? Or; how does receiving lead to walking? 

We began with the two most important terms used.  

 

I. THE TERMS: RECEIVED & WALKING 
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a. “Received” 

“Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,” (v.6a) 

How did they receive it? 

We spoke about paralambano. The Greek term for receiving a way of life and body of 

traditional doctrine from a proper teacher.  

A proper teacher is an authorized teacher: this is why Paul always designates himself at the 

outset of letters as related to Jesus Christ and representing him. In Paul’s world it’s what the 

Rabbi does and what a Christian evangelist like Epaphras also does.   

 

The Rabbi or teacher or evangelist  

- “hands over” (paradidomi) certain truths which he knows about the Scriptures, God, 

life, prayer, etc.  

The disciple – or student –  

- “receives” (paralambano) the gift of the teaching handed over to him or her.  

So we have ancient technical terms for teaching and learning, leading and following.  

Rabbi/Teacher Greek Terms Disciple/Follower 

“hands over” paradidomi  

 paralambano “receives” 
 

So Paul speaks to one side of an economy of teaching and learning. He goes back to the 

beginning of the handover of the Gospel to the Colossians, to the moment they “received” the 

Gospel.  

Now the Gospel is what?  

 The gospel is primarily a way of life  

It’s not just a set of propositional truths or stories about God and human salvation but at its 

core it’s a way of being with God, ourselves, and our neighbours in the world. 
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Let me go back to my earlier question: How did they receive it? The answer is down in v.7: 

 “just as you were taught” (v.7) 

The Gospel is God’s to give by grace and the Holy Spirit.  

But… it normally comes via a human messenger acquainted with its contents and versed in its 

ways: in other words,  

“You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on 

our behalf…” (Colossians 1.7) 

This is the origins of the Colossians’ faith and the way of life – I can’t stress this enough – of 

this community of Christians in several house churches in Colossae.  

The Gospel was caught as much as taught and Epaphras – who was a Colossian – will have 

lived amongst them and taught them all the habits of the first followers of Jesus: when to 

pray, how to pray, how to perform the Eucharist. How to baptise, how to avoid idolatry, etc. 

It wasn’t just cognitive but visual and kinaesthetic learning. 

Consider a difficult case study: I am a apagan whpo converts to Christianity – but all my prior 

relationships are embedded into networks of non-Christians. Someone wants to honour their 

god and invites me to the local temple for a meal; it’s an insult and could destroy the 

relationship to say no. But the food will be offered to a false god I no longer believe in. Can I 

attend?   

 

But Paul’s missionary strategy had already thought this our and accommodated this but the 

people had to be taught and shown by Epaphras.  

Now, with regard to food sacrificed to idols, we know that “we all have knowledge.”  

This knowledge can be taught as he does in v.4:  

4 With regard then to eating food sacrificed to idols, we know that [1] “an idol in this 

world is nothing,” and that [2] “there is no God but one.”  

But some have not yet seen the validity of these truths as v.7 goes on to point out: 

7 But this knowledge is not shared by all. And some, by being accustomed to idols in 

former times, eat this food as [if it were really] an idol sacrifice, and their conscience, 

because it is weak, is defiled.  
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Paul now offers the mature view in v.8, which is the missional view: 

8 Now food will not bring us close to God. We are no worse if we do not eat and no 

better if we do….                                                                 (1 Corinthains 8.1, 4, 7-8) 

Paul’s position for a Jew, is very liberal; as a Christian he’s just following Jesus.  

But these are basic discipleship questions for a Christian in any context of faith where pagans 

outnumber us. This is discipleship in action – and Epaphras needed to have been with them 

long enough to teach and show how it works for groups of followers of Jesus. It is a part of 

what the teacher “hands over” (paradidomi) and the student or disciple “receives” 

(paralambano).  

So the Gospel’s true content is not just cognitive but also and equally consists in Epaphras’s 

example of how Paul and Paul’s circle of followers chose to live, went about their walk, as he 

puts it? So that leads us to our second term we looked at: 

 

b. Walking 

In Jewish circles, as we saw, knowledge was more like an apprenticeship.  

 

The student “followed” the master around and listened to his words, watched his life, and 

then copied and imitated. This was made clearer as I showed you some verses.  

 “And you should imitate me, just as I imitate Christ.” (1 Corinthians 11.1) 

 "Come, follow Me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." (Mark 1.17) 

 

(i) Walking is our form of following 

So the disciple follows – becomes a “follower” and copies the Master in everything.  

(ii) We’re walking on a roadway – the Jesus way 

So Paul says: 

 “I persecuted this Way (hodos = road) even to the point of death…” (Acts 22.4) 
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So these two words – receive and walk – are highly important. If you’re on a way or road, 

following your master and teacher, how do you follow him?  

Well: you have to walk around behind him. You have to  

 develop a WALK 

So go back to Colossians 2.6: 

 Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to walk around [=live 

your daily lives] with/in him… 

 The Greek verb is peripateo.  

The best way to keep walking that way is to follow Epaphras and Paul and Timothy as they 

follow Jesus.  

Why does Paul say “walk”? Why use this word? 

 

Well, we’re following Jesus (our Rabbi whose life we’re hoping to catch and emulate) – we’re 

travelling on a road ….  

So we’re walking behind or with Jesus our Rabbi.  

 walking we saw was a metaphor in Jewish thought for the practical code of one’s 

whole life, one’s virtues, one’s way of being, the whole of one’s life and 

commitments.  

So we defined our two significant words and showed why they are significant:  
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 “receive” and 

 “walk” 

Next we looked at – or began to look at – the four most significant qualities he associates with 

their walking: 

1/ The walk is strongly rooted  

2/ The walk is a growing one 

3/ The walk is firm in its beliefs and ways 

4/ The work is increasingly fruitful  

 

II. WALKING: FOUR QUALITIES 

The very next verse add these four qualities to our walking:  

“…rooted and being built up in him and being made firm in your faith just as you were 

taught, and flourishing with thankfulness…” (V.7) 

Let’s look at each but we focused on rootedness last week: 

a. Rooted 

 

b. Built up (growing up) 

c. Firm/unshakeable 

d. Fruit-bearing/flourishing 

The first: 

a. Being rooted: 

Rooting we said is a biblical metaphor for  

 character and  

 foundations,  
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…because the roots of a tree are its beginning, its first growth, its way of guaranteeing life, 

and of determining its character and capacities. There is no growth nor fruitfulness without a 

good root system. 

The roots are the foundations on which all significant future growth depends. Without strong 

roots the tree will die or be uprooted by storms, etc.   

 

Roots express origins and character: 

And that means that the rooting Paul is referring to must express the character of the 

Christian community in Colossae as followers of Jesus.   

They heard Epaphras’ preaching and teaching – obeyed it – and came to be God’s planting by 

grace.  

Wisdom speaking in Proverbs 12.12 says: 

“The wicked man desires the booty of evil men, But the root of the righteous yields fruit.” 

So how one is rooted is important.  

My question to you last week was: what soil are you rooted in? 

Epaphras rooted the Colossians in the soil of Paul’s gospel of grace and watered their roots 

with his teaching. At Colossae the Lord’s vineyard began to grow.  

What was distinctive about Paul’s rooting them in the gospel of grace? 

1/ Paul was the odd one out of the Apostles – 1 Corinthians 15.8: “last of all he appeared to 

me also, as to one abnormally [ektromati/abortivo] born [=to the stillborn baby].”    

2/ Paul was a diaspora Jew though from a significant and observant Jewish family. This made 

him more cosmopolitan even though a religiously rigorous Jewish Rabbi. His links to the land 

– not as tight. 

3/ Paul was highly educated speaking Greek, Hebrew and presumably Latin (he studied 

[paralambano] under Gamaliel in Jerusalem). The others were fisherman and Palestinian 

peasants.  

4/ Paul was more liberal than the other apostles who were raised as Jews in the Land. Acts 15 

(Noachite commandments versus Paul’s: “I became a Jew to Jew and a Greek to Greeks….) 
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So the Colossians were rooted in Paul’s way of understanding Jesus and human salvation. This 

is the origins of the church at Colossae, its DNA.  

Therefore, Paul uses the verb “to root” in the passive voice – “being rooted” and in the prefect 

tense – “having been rooted and continuing to be rooted in”! 

Our roots define us. Roots are the beginning of our story.  

I mentioned last week in my case the Navigators. The guy who disciple me was a police 

prosecutor and a Navigator. His father had been police commissioner in Tasmania. I was 

saved into the PB church – and I date my own love for the Bible and respect for its authority 

to that time. So roots matter. 

What are your roots in Christ? What is distinctive?  

At TUR we’ve had a very open free space reflecting much diversity; I pray it continues and 

isn’t overrun in the end by the growth of the weeds of religion which will choke us.    

The Colossians were rooted in Jesus by Paul’s Gospel as proclaimed by Epaphras. But some 

weeds were starting to creep in and were threatening to choke their roots.  

So the first aspect of the walk is rootedness in the true Gospel.  

The last three are: 

b. Built up (growing up) 

c. Firm/unshakeable 

d. Fruit-bearing/flourishing 

If the first metaphor Paul picks is one related to trees and their roots, the second has to do 

with building.  

Roots are to trees what foundations are to houses – the things upon which we build or grow 

up. 

That’s our second metaphor:  

b. Being built up – ἐποικοδομέω     

The Greek verb is epoikdomeo. It means: “upon-house-to-build.” What it suggests is this:  

“To finish the structure of which the foundation [the roots] has already been laid, to 

give constant increase in Christian knowledge and in a life conformed thereto.”   

So it has to do with their walk being a maturing or growing-up one.  

If the Gospel takes root in us and roots us in good soil, then the foundation we have is Christ 

himself: 

“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus 

Christ.” (1 Corinthians 3.11) 
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What grows up or is “built up” (for the verb is passive again) are Christianly formed lives. This 

verb is in the present tense in Greek, which suggests an ongoing action of the roots beginning 

to build the tree upwards to fullness, strength, vigour, and fruitfulness.  

So our walk is meant to be a growing one. A growing-up one. We can’t remain spiritually 

immature.  

“Let our sons in their youth be as grown-up plants, …” (Psalm 144.12) 

 

What do we require to grow up? 

1/ Sustenance (spiritual food) 

“God was with the lad, and he grew” (Genesis 21.20) 

2/ Light (truth/Christ) 

And the child continued to grow and to become strong in spirit (Luke 1.80) 

The Child continued to grow and become strong, increasing in wisdom; and the grace of God 

was upon Him. (Luke 2.40) 

3/ Water (baptism) 

“…for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.” 

(Galatians 3.27) 

4/ Open space/freedom to grow 

“Their offspring become strong, they grow up in the open field” (Job 39.4) 

 

c. Firm/unshakeable 

What makes a tree unshakeable? Good roots in good soil and – strong, appropriate growth.  

What makes it possible for us to be “firm”?  

Confidence in our roots. Knowing what we believe and why. Lacking today.  
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If we have this we won’t get uprooted by life’s storms or challenged by the strong “winds of 

[false] doctrine”.   

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and 

there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful 

scheming. (Ephesians 3.14) 

So that’s three aspects of our walk in the tradition of Christianity we have “received” in Christ. 

We are have strong roots, we grow up naturally in those roots, and we’re firm and 

unshakeable no matter what winds blow. Finally – the fourth quality of our walk:    

 

d. Flourishing/fruitfulness.  

Assuming our walk  

- first has proper roots, and,  

- second, that our walk is growing us up to maturity, and  

- third, it’s also firm and sure, then, 

- finally and fourth, we will be a tree bearing food fruit.  

The most basic fruit is – gratitude. Thanksgiving.  

“…and flourishing with thankfulness” (2.7). 

Some days it’s just hard to be thankful.  

AMEN 

 


