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LENT SERMON 5 

OBADIAH, EASTER & THE END  

 

“For a servant of God to have authority in every sentence he utters, he must first suffer for 

the message he is to deliver. Without great tribulation, there is no great illumination.” 

 

“For those who are walking in their purpose, even the great tribulation will be a minor event. 

There will be far more attention on what Christ is doing than on what the antichrist is 

doing.” (Rick Joyner) 

 

Lent. It’s ending. 

Obadiah — well, we’ve nearly got there with him. 

What have we learned? 

 

1. Obadiah is a microcosm of the whole Bible… 

How so? Obadiah’s message, as the Jews read it with the Esau-Jacob stories in Genesis 

32-36, takes up the main internal triangulation or threefold music of Scripture: 

 

A. Election — “Jacob have I loved” 

B. Reprobation — “Esau is the same as Edom” = Edom have I hated 

C. Eschatology — “Esau hates Jacob” = a cardinal law of reality (rabbis) 

 

2. We have discovered the Jewish philosophy of history and the Jewish 

theology of the Kingdom.  

 

How so? 

Edom is the head of four worldly kingdoms — each progressively worse than the others, 

and the fourth a summation of the fourfold evil of the kingdoms of this present world. 

In Christian terms, Edom is Antichrist. 

The answer to Antichrist is the true King — the Messiah — and the blessed kingdom 

— “the kingdom shall be the Lord’s” (Obadiah v.21). This is the Lord Jesus Christ — 

the true King.  
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Jesus believed this. Paul believed this. Obadiah believed this as well. 

The true king belongs to Jacob. 

But Esau and Edom is the final human kingdom and Esau, we know, hates Jacob.  

 

History must culminate then in the “Great Tribulation” — an attempt to destroy Jacob 

and take his place (replacement theology is its chorus) denying the Lord’s Kingdom 

its consummation. 

What is the Great Tribulation? It is known as “the time of Jacob’s trouble.” 

So spoke Jeremiah the prophet (30.4-7): 

“These are the words the Lord spoke concerning Israel and Judah: 5 ‘This is what the Lord 

says: 

‘Cries of fear are heard— 

terror, not peace.’ 

6Ask and see: 

Can a man bear children? 

Then why do I see every strong man 

with his hands on his stomach                           like a woman in labor, 

every face turned deathly pale? 

7How awful that day will be! 

No other will be like it. 

It will be the time of Jacob’s trouble, 

but he will be saved out of it.” 

Jesus following Jeremiah hears this question from his followers: 

“Tell us,’ they said, ‘when will these things happen? And what will be the sign 

that you are going to appear as king, and that the end of the age is upon us?’” 

(Matthew 24.3b) 
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Jesus’ reply is an account of the time of Jacob’s trouble as detailed by Jeremiah 30.6: 

4 ‘Watch out,’ replied Jesus. ‘Don’t let anyone deceive you. 5 You see, there will 

be several who will come along, using my name, telling you “I’m the Messiah!” 

They will fool lots of people. 6 You’re going to hear about wars, actual wars 

and rumoured ones; make sure you don’t get alarmed. This has got to happen, 

but it doesn’t mean the end is coming yet. 7 Nations will rise against one 

another, and kingdoms against each other. There will be famines and 

earthquakes here and there. 8 All this is just the start of the birthpangs [of 

Messiah]. 

The “birth pangs” of Jeremiah and Jesus are called “footsteps” or “heels” by the 

Rabbis. Why? 

How did Jacob (whose name means heel-grasper) come out of Rebecca’s womb? What 

was he holding?  

 

The “heel” of Esau and since “Esau is the same as Edom,” and Edom is “Rome,” and 

Rome is Antichrist — then the last kingdom of this world — Antichrist — is displaced 

by the coming kingdom of Jesus Christ who comes forth from its final heel placement 

or foot step.  

The final or fifth monarchy, if you will, replaces the final heel mark of human politics 

in history. Does that make sense? 

Obadiah witnessed to all this history, including the times in which we now live. 

Obadiah saw the last Kingdom coming soon — Obadiah was a witness to Christ’s 

victory over the world powers. 

In our story — the story I have told about my Jewish brothers — Auschwitz belongs 

to the time of Edom, to Jacob’s troubles, to the birthpangs or footsteps of Messiah. 

 

What else? Obadiah sees 
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3. The Time of the END 

Not just Obadiah!  

Our master Jesus warned us what the end would be like. Here’s what he warned about 

the Great Tribulation. 

“9 ‘Then they will hand you over to be tortured, and they will kill you. You will be 

hated by all nations because of my name. 10 Then several will find the going too hard, 

and they will betray each other and hate each other. 11 Many false prophets will arise, 

and they will deceive plenty of people.” (Matthew 24.9-11) 

How do we survive this time? 

A. Frankl — hope 

B. Obadiah — the kingdom shall be the Lord’s 

C. Jesus — “But the one who lasts out to the end will be delivered.” (Matthew 

24.13) 

 

4. The Conflict with Edom 

Palm Sunday. 2000 years ago.  

Obadiah has prophesied Edom would be destroyed by the coming of Messiah’s 

kingdom. So the disciples of Jesus rightly ask: 

“Tell us,’ they said, ‘when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that 

you are going to appear as [the final] king, and that the end of the age [of the four 

kingdoms] is upon us?’” (Matthew 24.3b) 

Jesus is in Jerusalem. The holy city. It’s time to crown him king. He enters on a colt; 

here is Zechariah’s prophecy: 

 

9 “Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 

Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 

See, your king comes to you, ... 

lowly and riding on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

10 ... He will proclaim peace to the nations. 

His rule will extend from sea to sea 

and from the River to the ends of the earth.” 
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The prophecy — everyone knew it. Jesus announces himself as king. Edom’s rule is 

nearly ended. But everyone is confused: who is this? 

“When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, ‘Who is this?’” 

(Matthew 24.10) 

Jesus appears before Herod the Edomite. The Idumeans were considered to be the 

descendants of Esau. In chapter 12 of his Antiquities Josephus tells us that King Herod 

was an Idumean. This means that King Herod the Great was a descendant of Esau. 

“. . . but Antigonus, by way of reply to what Herod had caused to be proclaimed, and 

this before the Romans, and before Silo also, said, that they would not do justly if they 

gave the kingdom to Herod, who was no more than a private man, and an Idumean . . 

“. (Josephus, The Antiquities of the Jews Book 12, Chap. 8). 

 

So at the end of Holy Week the Messiah — the real Son of Jacob — who should have 

been king and introduced the true final kingdom, stands before a descendent of Esau 

and is condemned: 

“When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7 And when he 

learned that he belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was 

himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he 

had long desired to see him, because he had heard about him, and he was hoping to see 

some sign done by him. 9 So he questioned him at some length, but he made no answer. 

10 The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. 11 And Herod 

with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him. Then, arraying him in 

splendid clothing, he sent him back to Pilate. 12 And Herod and Pilate became friends 

with each other that very day, for before this they had been at enmity with each other.” 

(Luke 23.6-12) 

Esau — through his heir Herod — still represents the kingdoms of the world and 

Roman political power. The time is not yet ripe for the true Kingdom to come. 

But Jesus is the real king. St John the Divine in the Revelation’s beginning gives 

greetings from the churches 

“and from [the resurrected],Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from 

the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.” (Revelation 1.5) 

Which Kings? 

The four — including Edom’s king, Caesar! 

So at the beginning of Holy Week — on Palm Sunday 2000 years ago — our master 

presented himself, in line with Obadiah’s prophecy, as the true king representing the 

true kingdom. Obadiah’s words should have been fulfilled: “The Kingdom shall be 

the Lord’s!” But Jacob’s Son and heir was rejected. 
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He ended up in the hands of Edomite or earthly power.  

Because God had decreed this is how I will deal with sin — this is the Christian insight: 

not politics but salvation. The Jews were thinking politically. Jesus was thinking about 

making humans right with God. 

This is the real Easter story. 

So if we began with this heir of Jacob, let us end with Jacob himself in Wayishlach, 

where we began Lent in our attempt to understand Obadiah’s message of doom for 

Edom — this gigantic codeword in the Bible. 

Obadiah is just like his father Jacob. Though Obadiah is an Edomite he believes the 

real gospel — the gospel that came the moment Jacob was born grabbing Esau’s heel 

and showing the true kingdom would follow the fourth of four earthly kingdoms. 

 

Ya’akov’s kingdom will be eternal and will replace Edom once and for all! 

Like Jacob in his day, Obadiah gives all his wealth away to feed the despised prophets 

— as Jacob offered all his wealth to appease Esau. Edom challenges them both. Jesus 

the true Son of Jacob also faces Edom in the person of Herod. 

But when Jacob offers his wealth to Esau he stands back to wrestle with what Esau stands 

for. A wrongful claim to the world’s throne. The kingdoms of this present world. That 

wrestling match is a sign of the Great Tribulation, which the Christian Scriptures say: 

“After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could 

number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and 

before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and 

crying out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 

throne, and to the Lamb!’ 11 … 

13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, ‘Who are these arrayed in white robes, and 

where did they come from?’ 

14 And I said to him, ‘Sir, you know.’ 
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So he said to me, ‘These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their 

robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore they are before the throne 

of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will 

dwell among them. 16 They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall 

not strike them, nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd 

them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from 

their eyes.’” (Rev 7.9-10, 13-17) 

 

When Jacob wins that wrestle in Genesis 32, only then does he become Israel. 

What about the true son of Jacob? Well, he wrestles to death the power of Edom — 

but he loses, and himself dies on the Roman cross. 

But — and this is important for the story — God not Esau has the final Word: Jesus, 

like Jacob in Genesis 32, rises. Let us read: 

“The sun [Son] rose above him as he [Jacob] passed Peniel...” (Genesis 32.31)  

Genesis 32 turns out to be the proto-Easter text! 

Jacob — nearly 2 millennia before Jesus sees the Son rise. He sees Easter. 

So Jacob wins. This is the message of the whole Bible summed up.  

Yet this is what confuses the Jews — because what they think of as the First Coming of 

Messiah is really the Second Coming. 

So, 

5. The Great Tribulation 

The Jews are very clear. Four evil kingdoms. At the end of the fourth — which includes 

the whole wickedness of the other three — there will be a final attempt to destroy 

Jacob’s folk.  

The holocaust was just a foretaste.  

It will be the time of Jacob’s trouble.  
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The eternal Messianic kingdom’s coming is signalled by Jacob’s birth but the conflict 

the Jews will have with Esau and Edom throughout history is shown by the wrestling 

contest between Jacob and the spirit or angel of Esau in Genesis 32. 

This wrestling match goes on in each of us at Lent.  

For Esau is that in us which won’t yield to the Lord — it is flesh. Some of us have 

promised ourselves we’ll give something up but haven’t been able to keep to it. Some 

have said I’ll fast — but then haven’t. Some have decided to give generously but then 

couldn’t. Inside each of us is an Esau. 

I asked you at the beginning of Lent what do you want gone by Easter — one thing. If 

the kingdom shall be the Lord’s as Obadiah v.21 insists, then this can’t remain with 

us. 

But we also see Jacob in each of us — who is really Jesus. For as Jacob is born clinging 

to Esau’s heel so the Messianic kingdom of Jesus Christ — the millennial kingdom 

(yes I’m a millennialist) — shall come riding in the train of Edom’s demise; for Edom 

is the last human kingdom and Edom rules us today. 

So there is a spirit at work in us that belongs to God. This spirit wants that one thing 

developed which we don’t currently have — faith, love, fear of God, courage, 

generosity, magnanimity, patience, hope ... could be some small habit. 

But we can’t get the one without wrestling with the other. 

- Obadiah stood for the spirit of prophecy with Elijah on Mt Carmel — wrestling with 

the prophets of Baal and so won the victory.  

- Jacob wrestled with the spirit angel of Esau and so won a new identity — Israel. 

- Jesus stood before Herod silently, refusing to answer his paganism — and, then being 

killed by Edom’s might, so rose from the dead. 

Each wrestled with Esau to become Israel. This is our journey this Lent. 

Until finally the last great test comes upon the human race – what Revelation 3.10 

calls: “the hour of trial that is going to come on the whole world to test the inhabitants 

of the earth.” 
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“Christians will not be here to experience the great tribulation under the Antichrist.”  

(Ps. Robert Jeffress) 

But this is not the Jewish rabbinical theory: 

“R. Johanan said: When you see a generation ever dwindling, hope for him [the Messiah], as 

it is written, and the afflicted people thou wilt save. R. Johanan said: When thou seest a 

generation overwhelmed by many troubles as by a river, await him, as it is written, when the 

enemy [Edom-Rome] shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard 

against him; which is followed by, and the Redeemer shall come to Zion. 

R. Johanan also said: The son of David will come only in a generation that is either altogether 

righteous or altogether wicked.” 

Why is there a tribulation? See Isaiah 47.5: 

This is how Esau’s time ends before the Millennium.  

R. Katina said, “Six thousand years the world will exist and one [thousand, the 

seventh], it shall be desolate (haruv), as it is written, ‘And the Lord alone shall be 

exalted in that day’ (Isa. 2:11)... R. Katina also taught, “Just as the seventh year is the 

Shmita year, so too does the world have one thousand years out of seven that are 

fallow (mushmat), as it is written, ‘And the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day’ 

(Isa. 2:11); and further it is written, ‘A psalm and song for the Shabbat day’ (Ps. 

92:1) – meaning the day that is altogether Shabbat – and also it is said, ‘For a 

thousand years in Thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past’ (Ps.90:4)  

(Sanhedrin 97a).” 

 

7 Give her as much torment and grief 
as the glory and luxury she gave herself. 

In her heart she boasts, 
‘I sit enthroned as queen. 

I am not a widow; 
I will never mourn.’ 

8 Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake her: 
death, mourning and famine. 
She will be consumed by fire, 

for mighty is the Lord God who judges her. (Revelation 18.7-8) 
 
 

You said, ‘I am forever— 
the eternal queen!’ 

But you did not consider these things 
or reflect on what might happen. 

8 “Now then, listen, you lover of pleasure, 
lounging in your security 

and saying to yourself, 
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‘I am, and there is none besides me. 
I will never be a widow 

or suffer the loss of children.’ (Isaiah 47.7-8) 
 

 
“Sit in silence, go into darkness, 
queen city of the Babylonians; 

no more will you be called 
mistress of kingdoms [Edom = gbereth Mamlakoth].” (Isaiah 47.5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


