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THE PENTECOSTAL SPIRIT: 
THE GUEST WHO NEVER LEAVES… 

 

 
 

“Without Pentecost the Christ-event - the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus - remains 

imprisoned in history as something to remember, think about and reflect on. The Spirit of 

Jesus comes to dwell within us, so that we can become living Christs here and now.” 
Henri Nouwen 

 

“Bethlehem was God with us, Calvary was God for us, and Pentecost is God in us.” 

Robert Baer 

In Ezekiel we read that God’s glory (shekinah) left the Israelite temple: Israel was left 

alone.  

After the Ascension Jesus left his disciples: the disciples were left alone.  

But the Holy Spirit has never left us, never will leave us: He’s the guest who never 

leaves.   

That’s my theme today.  

The Creed says – in its Third Article –  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

Then it says (after a comma!),  

“the holy Catholic Church.” 

The Church and the Spirit go together.  

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/589357?ref=pentecost
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/589357?ref=pentecost
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/589357?ref=pentecost
https://www.azquotes.com/author/10905-Henri_Nouwen
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What does this guest bring with him as he enters and forms the church? There’s three 

things at least: 

 

- A SPIRIT-GLUE THAT BONDS 

- A SPIRIT OF SKIN IN THE GAME 

- A SPIRIT OF WILLING SERVICE 

 

1. A SPIRIT-GLUE THAT BONDS 

Church and Spirit go together because the Spirit is a form of glue. It was St. Augustine 

refers to the Spirit as gluten: glue.  

Glue bonds things together. The Spirit is the super-glue of the Spirit-world. The bond 

we form is one of love. Here’s the verse Augustine looked into: 

“My soul is glued to You; Your right hand upholds me.” (Psalm 63.8) 

Christians have done a lot to hurt each other over the last 2,000 years and to divide 

from one another.  

Yet it remains true that we cannot be all things to all men – indeed Paul and Barnabas 

parted company not to diminish but to multiply the Christian mission by pursuing 

two separate visions. But there are limits to any vision, any movement, unless it 

destroys itself.  

Nevertheless, the core of the church’s vision is unity. Why? 

To answer this, we simply need to state the connection between Article 2 and Article 

3 of the Creed!  

Article 2 states the objectivity of what God has done:  

God has conducted a rescue mission in Jesus Christ. This rescue will be concluded when Christ 

returns.     

“He sits at the Right hand of God the Father; From whence he is coming to judge 

the living and the dead” 

But what good would this do me if I were just an observer of what God did 2000 years 

ago? That would be historically interesting maybe, but not life-changing.  

No – for Article 2 to matter, there must be an Article 3.  

So the guest who enters and forms the church also brings something else: commitment.  

The work Article 3 does is to show me the impact of the life and death of Jesus for me 

and for us.  
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This is the subjective reality of God’s work, just as the Second Article is the objective 

reality.  

So what Article 3 does is shows me how the Lordship of the resurrected Jesus governs 

the Church. The Church’s unity is formed under, and derived from the headship of 

Jesus Christ. There is only one head in the Church. Hence unity is our vision and the 

Spirit is the bond, the glue, which affects the vision.   

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.                    

(Ephesians 4.3) 

 

So that leads us to the second thing our guest brings into the church with him: a love 

stronger than death! 

 

2. A SPIRIT OF SKIN IN THE GAME 

 

The The – Love is Stronger than Death (Video)  

Me & my friend were walking 
In the cold light of mourning. 

Tears may blind the eyes but the soul is not deceived 
In this world even winter ain't what it seems. 

Here come the blue skies Here comes springtime. 
When the rivers run high & the tears run dry. 

When everything that dies. 
Shall rise. 

 

The Spirit is resurrection power.  

Because the Spirit brings the subjective experience of which Jesus’ death and 

resurrection is the objective reality.  

Because Jesus died and rose again (as Article 2 insists) I can be certain of this in the 

Third Article: 

I believe the Holy Spirit … the resurrection of the body. 

Herein lies my truest liberation. 

For humans who live a dead life are ultimately fighting to survive death, fighting to 

live.  

Hence, squabbling, selfishness, envy and all sins follow.  
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Pride – the worst of human sins – is nothing more in the Christian tradition than 

overvaluing the self beyond any measure and thereby refusing the realities that go 

with being a mere creature. The Devil promised us – you shall be like God (sicut Deus).  

Abel was killed by his brother Cain because Cain lived in pride and feared his own 

death.  

What the Spirit does – the Pentecostal Spirit – is frees me of every fear of death. 

Because Jesus rose objectively from death, the Spirit assures me I will rise too.  

So I need not fear. And when I am not afraid, then I am free to lay my life down for 

others. That’s how we get skin in the game.  

On the Day of Pentecost what happened? 

 

“After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were 

all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.”                                                    

(Acts 4.31) 

 

How did they speak the Word of God?  

BOLDLY.  

No more fear of death, for the love the Spirit brings is stronger than my death.  

They thus had skin in the game. 

Folks that’s us witnessing boldly for Christ.  

This freedom is summed up in the verse that says: 

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.                  

(2 Corinthians 3.17) 

What else does this guest who never leaves the Church bring with him? 

 

3. A WILLING SPIRIT FOR SERVICE 

The Pentecostal Guest who visits the Church and never leaves also motivates the 

Church for service.   

In the first instance to serve one another sacrificially. This sacrificial ministry work 

which shows up in supernatural, service, help, and generous giving.  

This is made clear in the work of the Spirit which the Creed speaks of as  

“the communion of Saints” 
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And in willingness to engage with 

“the forgiveness of sins” 

Without that mutual forgiveness how could there be a communion of saints? 

In the second instance that spirit of willing service  

- points outwards to service in the world  

I want to highlight that missional energy and focus on the Pentecost story that is the 

mark of a healthy Christianity.   

The Greek pentecoste means 50th day. Jesus was alive on earth for 40 days after his 

Resurrection before his Ascension to Heaven, as Article 2 says, right? 

But the Holy Spirit doesn’t come till the 50th day. What happens in the 10 days in 

between? 

We might ask what the church community looks like when it has no leadership from 

Jesus or is in-filled by the Spirit of Jesus. This 10 days is clue.  

(1) They were praying -  

They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the 

mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. (Acts 1.14) 

What else were they doing? 

(2) They were looking inwards -   

“…it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time 

the Lord Jesus was living among us…they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so 

he was added to the eleven apostles.”                             (Acts 1.21, 26) 

The Church would have been a great social “club” with prayer meetings and 

memberships but would have gone nowhere and done nothing without the Guest 

who never leaves us – the Spirit. 

 

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a 

sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole 

house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 

separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. (Acts 2.1-4) 

The outward ministry of the Church begins on its birthday.  

Service to the world as a missionary people is initiated. 

Without the Spirit we are an inward looking club. With the Spirit we are fully armed 

attack sheep!    


